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BUCKLOW  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Health  Department, 
Dunham  Mount, 
Dunham  Road, 
Altrincham, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Member  of  the 
Bucklow  Rural  District  Council, 

Mr*  Chairman,  Mrs,  Whitaker  and  Members, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  circum- 
stances and  the  state  of  the  health  of  the  public  in  the  district  for  the  year 
1964.  The  report  covers  the  period  prior  to  my  appointment  with  the  Council, 
and  it  contains  a wealth  of  useful  information  to  the  members  of  the  Council, 

Vital  Statistics 


The  Registrar  General* estimate  of  the  mid-year  population  of  the  district 
was  20,500,  an  increase  of  583on  the  population  in  1963*  There  were  384 
births  (401  in  1963)  and  135  deaths  (193  in  1963)*  The  comparability  factor 
for  both  the  birth  and  death  rates  was  1.0,  consequently  the  crude  and  standard- 
ised rates  for  births  and  deaths  were  the  same.  The  birth  rate  in  the  district 
was  18*7  compared  with  19.1  per  thousand  of  the  population  in  England  and  Wales. 
The  national  death  rate  was  13.4  which  was  more  than  twice  the  death  rate  in  the 
district  of  6.6  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

Infectious  Disease 


1964  was  an  epidemic  year  for  measles  for  which  122  notifications  were 
received  from  the  general  practitioners  in  the  district.  Measles  is  generally 
accepted  to  be  a childhood  disease,  yet  10%  of  the  patients  were  in  the  15  - 24 
year  old  age  group.  Although  measles  is  considered  to  be  a mild  disease,  the 
likelihood  of  complications,  some  serious,  cannot  be  ignored.  In  some  cases 
the  complications  are  more  serious  than  the  disease  itself. 

The  most  serious  notifiable  disease  in  the  district  was  dysentery?  which 
affected  at  least  187  persons.  The  outbreak  commenced  sometime  towards  the 
end  of  October  and  was  centred  on  the  Church  of  England  School  in  Mobberley. 

The  first  case  was  confirmed  on  17th  November.  The  spread  of  the  disease  in 
the  school  was  so  rapid  that  it  was  considered  advisable  to  close  the  school  in 
an  attempt  to  check  the  spread  of  infection.  The  school  was  closed  from  27th 
November  to  14th  December  and  this  procedure  was  successful.  The  causative 
organism  was  Shigella  Sonnei.  This  organism  usually  causes  fairly  mild 
symptoms,  but  in  this  outbreak  the  constitutional  upsets  in  the  patients  were 
much  more  severe,  and  for  this  reason  it  is  felt  that  few  cases  were  missed. 

The  section  in  the  body  of  the  report  dealing  with  the  outbreak  is  an 
excellent  description  of  what  actually  happens  and  gives  some  idea  of  the 
amount  of  work  involved  and  necessary  to  control  the  outbreak  on  the  part  of 
the  public  health  inspectors,  whose  efforts  in  controlling  the  outbreak  are 
greatly  appreciated,  also  the  assistance  offered  by  Mr.  Derbyshire,  the 
public  health  inspector  at  Knutsford,  and  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Manchester. 

The  presence  of  dysentery  and  its  spread  in  a community  implies  a food- 
borne  infection  in  the  minds  of  many  people.  However,  this  is  not  the  mode 

of  spread  in  many  outbreaks.  The  dysentery  organisms  have  undergone  a change 
in  their  habits  over  the  years.  They  can  now  survive  under  conditions  which 
would  not  have  been  tenable  20  to  30  years  ago.  The  organisms  have  been 
shown  to  live  and  multiply  in  conditions  of  poor  light,  dampness  and  coolness, 
conditions  to  be  found  in  the  majority  of  toilets.  An  infectious  child  can 
readily  contaminate  a toilet,  other  children  using  the  toilet  pick  up  the 
infection  on  their  fingers  and  hands,  and  not  being  the  best  of  handwashers 
inanimate  objects  such  as  pencils,  equipment  and  desks  become  contaminated. 
The  propensity  of  children  to  suck  their  fingers,  pencils  etc.  leaves  little 
to  the  imagination  in  the  possible  routes  of  infection. 
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Housing 


The  Council  did  not  build  any  houses  during  the  year,  but  schemes  were 
prepared  for  the  erection  of  12  bungalows  at  Partington,  the  replacement  of 
14  prefabricated  bungalows  at  Mobberley,  and  for  12  houses  and  6 bungalows 
at  Over  Peover.  At  31st  December  1964,  the  Council  owned  737  dwellings,  the 
majority  (537)  being  three  bedroom  post  war  houses. 

Caravans  and  Moveable  EWel lings 

There  was  quite  a number  of  caravans  and  moveable  dwellings  in  the 
district,  mostly  at  Pickmere,  some  of  these  dwellings  were  in  a very- 
dilapidated  state,  but  during  the  year  good  progress  was  made  in  ridding 
the  district  of  some  of  these  dwellings,  and  in  regularising  the  position 
on  some  of  the  sites. 

Water  Supply 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  of  nearly  5,500  inhabited  houses  only 
50  are  without  a mains  water  supply,  a considerable  achievement  when  one 
considers  the  number  and  scattered  distribution  of  isolated  houses  in  a large 
district.  The  mains  water  is  supplied  by  the  Manchester  Corporation  Water- 
works Department,  and  the  quality  and  pa&4ty  throughout  the  year  has  been 
very  good. 

Milk 


Milk  is  one  of  the  main  agricultural  products  of  the  district.  The 
milk  from  21  herds  was  sold  in  an  untreated  state  to  the  public.  This  demand 
for,  and  sale  of  raw  milk  is  a matter  of  some  considerable  concern  from  the 
public  health  point  of  view  because  of  the  risk  of  persons  contracting 
brucellosis  from  the  drinking  of  raw  milk  infected  with  the  germs  of  brucell- 
osis. Fains  selling  raw  milk  to  the  public  are  visited  four  times  per  year 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  samples  of  milk  for  bacteriological  examination 
for  the  presence  of  brucella  organisms,  and  of  134  samples  8 were  found  to 
be  infected.  Brucellosis  is  not  a notifiable  disease,  therefore  it  is  not 
possible  to  ascertain  how  many  human  cases  have  occurred.  Dr.  Brown,  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  been  able  to  ascertain  that  there  have 
been  129  cases  of  human  brucellosis  in  the  last  5 years. 

The  control  of  brucellosis  in  cattle  is  not  made  easier  by  the  inter- 
mittent excretion  of  the  organism  by  the  infected  cows.  The  only  certain 
means  by  which  a person  can  avoid  contracting  brucellosis  from  the  drinking  of 
milk  is  by  drinking  pasteurised  milk.  Pasteurisation  renders  milk  safe  as  far 
as  other  organisms  are  concerned  e.g.  streptococcus  and  the  staphylococcus,  and 
does  not  affect  the  quality  of  the  milk  except  for  a slight  reduction  in  the 
vitamin  C content. 

The  aim  must  be  the  eradication  of  brucellosis  from  all  cattle  in  the 
Country.  This  has  been  achieved  in  Northern  Ireland  at  no  great  cost  when 
the  benefits  of  such  a scheme  are  borne  in  mind. 

It  can  be  said  that  the  health  of  the  people  and  the  sanitary  circum- 
stances are  satisfactory  in  the  district,  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the 
quality  of  the  work  of  the  public  health  inspectors  and  the  support  of  the 
members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  of  the  Council.  I wish  to  thank 
Mr.  Milburn  and  his  staff  for  the  preparation  of  this  Annual  Report. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


H . H . Gordon. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  TIE  AREA 


Area  of  the  District  in  Acres  ......  ......  46,103 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  home  population  (mid-year)  20,500 

Population  (1961  Census)  ......  . *....  17,290 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books  at  1st  April  5,467 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December  1962.....  .......  £ 1,204,687 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  * ......  5,467 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

1964  1963 

Total  Live  Births  ......  ......  ......  384  401 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living  ......  ......  18,7  20,1 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living  18,7  19.3 

General  Birth  Rate  (England  and  Wales)..,  19.1  18.2 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  4,4%  5.5% 

Total  Still  Births  ......  8 7 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 20.4  17.1 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  392  403 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  ......  7 7 

Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  live  births  18.2  17.3 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  19,0  18.5 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,C00  illegitimate  births  Nil  Nil 

Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  5,2  14.9 

Early  Neo  Natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births.  5.2  14.9 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  25.5  31.8 

Maternal  Deaths  ......  Nil  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  Nil  Nil 

Total  Deaths  ......  ......  135  193 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  living  ......  6.6  9.7 

Standardised  Death  Rate  per  1,000  living  ......  6.6  13.3 

General  Death  Rate  (England  and  Wales)...  ...•••  13,4  12„2 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis .....  ......  2 3 

Deaths  from  Poliomyelitis. .. . ......  Nil  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  30  43 

Deaths  from  Accidents  .....  ......  4 8 

Deaths  from  Heart  Diseases...  ......  39  54 

The  population  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  is  of  home  population 

including  armed  forces  stationed  in  the  district.  The  figure  for  mid-1964  is 

580  more  than  that  for  mid-1963  largely  because  of  the  new  building  taking  place 

in  the  district,  most  of  which  is  continuing  to  attract  residents  from  outside. 

The  home  population  figure  is  used  to  calculate  the  crude  birth  and 

death  rates  and  this  is  multiplied  by  a factor  provided  by  the  Registrar 

General  to  arrive  at  the  standardised  rates.  This  factor  allows  for  the  age 


and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  and  enables  a fairer  comparison  to  be 
made  between  one  district  and  another.  For  1964  this  factor  is  one. 
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BIRTHS 


1964  1963 

M,  Fo  Total  Total 


Live  Births  (legitimate) 

172 

195 

367 

379 

(illegitimate ) 

11 

6 

17 

22 

— — i 

— 

— — 

— — 

183 

201 

384 

401 

Still  Births  (legitimate) 

7 

1 

8 

6 

(illegitimate ) 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

1 

8 

7 

INFANTILE 

MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 Year 


1964 

M.  Fo  Total 


1963 

Total 


(legitimate)  527  7 

(illegitimate)  - 


Deaths  cf  Infants  under  4 weeks 

(legitimate)  2-2  6 

(illegitimate)  - 


6 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week 


(legitimate)  2-2  6 

(illegitimate)  - - - - 


2 


2 


6 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  - Nil 


2 


The  following  table  is  included  to  show  how  the  vital  statistics 
compare  with  those  during  the  past  34  years 
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Population 

Total 

Live 

Births 

Crude 

Birth 

Rate 

Total 

Deaths 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

— — 

Deaths  of 
Infants 
under  lyr. 

Cases  of 
Maternal 
Mortality 

■ - - - 

Yearly  Av. 
1931  - 35 

23,354 

275 

11.8 

236 

10.1 

16 

0.8 

Yearly  Av. 
1936  - 40 

9,304 

151 

16.2 

115 

12,3 

7 

1.5 

Yearly  Av. 
1941  - 45 

10,006 

146 

14.6 

103 

10.2 

5 

0.2 

Yearly  Av. 
1946  - 50 

10,614 

162 

15.2 

112 

10.5 

5 

0.6 

Yearly  Av. 
1951  - 55 

11,720 

194 

16.5 

123 

8.5 

5 

0 

Yearly  Av. 
1956  - 60 

12,596 

220 

17.2 

124 

9.7 

3 

0.2 

1961 

18,080 

343 

18.9 

139 

7.6 

5 

0 

1962 

19,090 

376 

18.6 

170 

8.4 

8 

0 

1963 

19,920 

401 

20.1 

193 

9.7 

7 

0 

1964 

20,500 

384 

18.7 

135 

6.6 

7 

0 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  DURING  THE  CALENDAR  YEAR 


Cause  of  Death 


1964  AND  CAUSES 


1964 

Ma le  F ema le  T ota 1 


1963 
T oiTa  1 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  Disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung  and  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  a leukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformation 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


1 

cm 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•M 

mm 

1 

mm 

mm 

1 

1 

2 

3 

mm 

mm 

8 

8 

2 

10 

10 

- 

2 

2 

3 

- 

- 

4 

10 

5 

15 

18 

1 

2 

3 

•l 

11 

13 

24 

26 

17 

15 

32 

34 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

5 

6 

20 

5 

mm 

5 

8 

mm 

- 

mm 

2 

4 

1 

P 

v/ 

9 

2 

2 

4 

10 

1 

mm, 

w 

1 

1 

1 

3 

M 

mm 

mm 

mm 

3 

1 

mm 

mm 

7 

5 

mm 

12 

mm 

22 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

- 

2 

'5 

1 

1 

mm 

2 

mm 

3 

mm 

77 

58 

135 

193 
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COMMENTS  ON  THE  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


The  table  below  shows  the  age  groups 
recorded  during  the  year  s- 

of  the 

persons  whose 

deaths  were 

Age.. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Under  4 weeks 

2 

mm 

2 

4 weeks  to  1 year 

3 

2 

5 

1 year  to  4 years 

mm 

- 

mk 

5-14 

2 

- 

2 

15  - 24 

2 

- 

2 

25-34 

2 

- 

2 

35-44 

2 

1 

3 

45-54 

6 

4 

10 

55-64 

16 

15 

31 

65  - 74 

19 

12 

31 

75  and  over 

23 

24 

47 

77 

58 

135 

81%  of  the  deaths  were  of  persons  aged  55  and  over  which  is  rather  higher 
than  the  figures  of  recent  years. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  table  shows  the  cases  of  infectious  diseases ? other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Food  Poisoning  notified  during  the  year  and  classified  in 
age  groups  s- 


Disease 

All 

Ages 

Under 

1 

Year 

1 

to 

4 

5 

to 

14 

15 

to 

24 

25 

to 

44 

45 

to 

64 

65 

and 

over 

Age  Unknown 



Measles 

122 

9 

64 

36 

12 

1 

1 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

mm 

4 

- 

mm 

mm 

- 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Dys  enter1/ 

187 

4 

29 

89 

7 

46 

- 

- 

12 

Erysipelas 

1 

mm 

*• 

•m 

1 

mm 

mm 

TUBER CULPS IS 

1.  Number  of  cases  recorded  at  31st  December. 


1964 

Pulmonarv  Non-Pulmonarv 

Total 

Pu  Imonarv 

1963 

Non-Pulmonarv 

Total 

Children 

5 

2 

7 

8 

2 

10 

Males 

43 

1 

44 

44 

1 

45 

Fema les 

34 

2 

36 

39 

3 

42 



M 

_• 

82 

5 

87 

91 

6 

97 

mmm 

r "■ 

MM* 

Number  of  new  cases 

notified  during 

1964  as 

compared  with 

the  previous  year. 

Children 

1 

2 

3 

.. 

Mi 

Males 

4 

1 

5 

2 

- 

2 

Females 

5 

2 

7 

1 

mm 

1 

■ 

>■■1  ■ 

■■ 

«■'—  ■ 

10 

5 

15 

3 

— 

3 

■■ 

■ 

Number  of  deaths  of 

persons  on  the  register. 

1. 
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FOOD  POISONING 


There  were  no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  notified  during  the  year. 

SONNE  DYSENTRY 

On  the  16th  November  two  complaints  of  dirty  milk  accompanied  by  diarrhoea 
in  the  families  concerned  led  to  routine  stool  examination  of  the  patients  being 
carried  out.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory  reported  that  the  stool  specimens 
were  infected  with  Sh.Sonnei,  the  causative  organism  of  sonne  dysentery.  The 
milk  supply  concerned  was  immediately  checked  and  it  was  proved  that  this  was 
not  the  vehicle  of  infection. 

The  children  in  both  families  attended  Mobberley  Church  of  England 
School  and  enquiries  at  the  school  showed  that  quite  a lot  of  children  had 
recently  had  sickness  and  diarrhoea  and  at  that  time  approximately  20 
children  were  absent  from  school  with  similar  symptoms. 

The  local  medical  practitioners  confirmed  that  for  some  weeks  there 
had  been  a prevalence  of  diarrhoea  in  the  Mobberley  area,  but  that  they  had 
treated  it  as  being  the  usual  winter  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  disease  which 
normally  occurs  at  that  time  of  year. 

A list  of  children  absent  from  school  was  obtained  and  the  G.P’s 
supplied  lists  of  people  recently  treated  for  diarrhoea  and  of  those  at 
present  receiving  treatment. 

Stool  specimens  were  obtained  from  all  these  people  and  it  soon 
became  evident  that  there  was  a fairly  extensive  outbreak  of  sonne  dysentery 
centred  on  Mobberley  School. 

In  recent  years  sonne  dysentery  has  been  a mild  disease  which  in 
many  cases  has  not  warranted  treatment.  However,  the  symptoms  shown  by 
patients  in  Mobberley  were  quite  severe,  with  acute  diarrhoea  often  accom- 
panied by  blood,  vomiting  and  acute  abdominal  pain. 

The  organism  was  found  to  be  resistant  to  sulphonamide  drugs,  but 
sensitive  to  neomycin,  streptomycin  and  tetracyline.  After  consultation 
with  the  G.P*s  it  was  decided  to  treat  all  cases  with  tetracyline  and  to 
treat  all  family  contacts  with  prophyllactic  doses  of  the  same  drug  to 
check  the  spread  of  the  infection. 

The  number  of  cases  increased  rapidly  and  were  nearly  all  among 
children  who  attended  the  school  and  their  families. 

Being  a bowel  infection,  the  disease  is  spread  by  contamination  of 
lavatory  seats,  door  handles,  taps  and  towels  etc.  It  is  obviously 
difficult  to  control  the  personal  hygiene  habits  of  very  young  children  and 
this  is  why  the  disease  was  spreading  so  rapidly  among  the  shool  children. 

It  was  decided,  there  being  less  than  half  the  children  left  in  the 
school,  that  the  only  chance  of  controlling  the  outbreak  was  to  close  the 
school.  The  school  was  closed  from  27th  November  and  re-opened  14th 
December. 

It  was  decided  to  check  all  the  families  of  children  who  attended  the 
school  because  with  this  infection  it  is  normal  to  find  about  10%  of 
symptomless  excretors  who,  whilst  showing  no  clinical  symptoms  of  disease, 
can  unknowingly,  spread  the  infection. 

A centre  for  the  distribution  and  collection  of  specimen  outfits  was 
set  up  in  the  Mobberley  Victory  Hall  and  this  enabled  a lot  of  families  to 
be  checked  in  a fairly  short  time. 

Whilst  the  school  was  closed  a thorough  disinfection  was  carried  out, 
and  when  the  school  re-opened,  all  but  about  20  children  had  been  cleared  and 
were  allowed  to  go  back  to  school.  When  the  school  re-opened  again  after  the 
Christmas  recess,  all  but  4 or  5 children  had  been  cleared. 
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Date  of  Commencement  s Approx,  end  of  October. 

Date  of  First  confirmed  cases  17th  November. 

No.  of  Pos.  Clinical  cases  s 160 
No.  of  Pos,  Symptomless 

Excretors  s 17 

Total  No.  of  Cases.  177 


MALES  FEMALES 


Under  1 

year 

2 

1 

1 

ft 

3 

3 

2 

It 

tm 

3 

3 

ft 

6 

4 

4 

!f 

' 3 

7 

5-9 

ft 

38 

30 

10  -3.4 

ft 

9 

6 

15  -25 

ff 

- 

' 4 

Over  25 

ft 

16 

30 

Not 

Known 

J3 

_7 

82  95 


Mobberley  School  75  (Approx,  half  children  at  School) 


Wilms low  Grammar 

5 

Knutsford  Secondary 

8 

Private  Schools 

2 

Teachers  - Mobberley 

3 

Canteen  Assistants 

2 

No,  of  Families  involved 

71 

” w checked 

130 

" of  people  checked 

546 

w of  people  negative 

369 

w of  people  positive 
now  negative 

177 

Total  No,  specimens  taken  794 


During  the  time  of  this  outbreak  in  Mobberley  a smaller  outbreak 
in  the  Primary  School  at  Nether  Peover  which  is  within  the  Northwich  Rural 
District  also  occurred,  and  involved  8 families  living  in  this  Rural 
District  with  pupils  at  the  school. 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  ACT  SERVICES  AMD 
SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


A.  Services  provided  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 

of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  1946 

1.  Hospital  Services 

Controlling  Body  - Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board 

Local  Hospitals  - Administered  by  North  West  and  Mid-Cheshire 

Hospital  Management  Committee. 

Secretary  - Mr,  F9  Fowden,  Administrative  Offices, 

Altrincham  Maternity  Home,  Sinderland  Road, 
Altrincham. 


Hospitals  serving  this  areas- 


General  Acute  Cases 


General  Chronic  Cases 
Chest  Clinic 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Infectious  Diseases 


Cottage  Hospital,  Knutsford. 

Altrincham  General  Hospital. 

Denzell  Convalescent  Hospital,  Bowdon. 
Cranford  Lodge,  Knutsford. 

St.  Anne*s  Home,  Woodville  Road,  Altrincham. 

n it  if  n it  ii 

Monsall  Hospital,  Newton  Heath,  Manchester. 


A large  number  of  cases  from  Bucklow  are  treated  in  the  greater  Manchester 
Area  Hospitals. 


2*  General  Practitioner  and  General  Dental  Services 


Controlling  Body  - National  Health  Service  Executive  Council  for  Cheshire. 
Clerk  - Mr.  F.  Hayter,  28  Nicholas  Street,  Chester. 


3.  Services  of  Local  Health  Authority  - Cheshire  County  Council 


1.  Ambulance  Service  ) 

2.  Immunisation  and  Vaccination  ) 

3.  Care  and  After  Care  ) 

4.  Home  Help  Service  ) 


5.  Junior  Training  Centre,  Navigation  Road,  Altrincham) 


Altrincham 
Divisional  Health 
Committee 


6.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  ) 

7.  Domiciliary  Midwifery  and  District  Nursing  ) 

8.  Dental  Service  - Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  and  ) 

pre-school  children  ) 

9.  Mental  Health  Service  - Senior  Mental  Welfare  ) 

Officer  - Mr.  J,  Thompson 


5 School  Road,  Sale 


County  Council 
Health  Committee. 


The  Divisional  Health  Committee  covers  Hale,  the  Borough  of  Altrincham,  the 
Urban  Districts  of  Bowdon  and  Knutsford  and  the  Bucklow  Rural  District  and 
includes  members  of  those  Authorities,  Members  of  the  County  Council  and 
co-opted  members. 

Divisional  Medical  Officer  - E,  H.  Gordon,  M.D.,  D.PJ1.  ) Tel. 

Mountlands,  The  Mount,  Altrincham)  Alt. 5323 

B . Other  Services  by  other  Committees  of  Cheshire  County  Council 


1.  Education  Committee  - 

2.  Welfare  Committee 

County  Welfare  - 

Officer 

3.  Children* s Committee  - 

Children* s Officer  - 
for  this  Area 


School  Health  Service,  including  School  Dental 

Service. 

Homeless,  handicapped  persons,  provision  for 
residential  accommodation  etc. 

Mr.  Evans,  County  Hall,  Chester. 

Provides  for  the  care  of  Deprived  Children 
i.e.  children  not  under  parental  care. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Blades,  53-55  George  Street, 
Altrincham. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


I am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  for  compiling  the 
following  section  of  the  report  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to  matters  under  his 
administration  s- 


VISITS 

During  the  year  a total  of  2918  visits  were  made  compared  with  2271  in 
1963,  made  up  as  follows  :~ 


Housing  68 

Council  House 

Tenancies  96 

Offices  & Shops  30 

Farm  Sanitary 
accommodation  9 

Caravan  Sites  105 

Mobile  Shops  21 

Food  Premises  113 

Factories  10 

Dairies  2 

Imported  Food  46 

Meat  & Food  inspect* 

ion  601 

Ice  Cream  Premises  4 

Infectious  Disease  841 

Insect  Pests  19 

Improvement  Grants  43 


HOUSING 


Rodent  Control  25 

Drains,  cesspools  and 
water  courses  224 

Water  supplies  24 

Swimming  Baths  7 

Refuse  Nuisances  13 

Scavenging  379 

Cesspool  emptying  3 

Keeping  of  animals  12 

Air  pollution  73 

Sewer  connections 
and  conversions  2 

Drain  tests  12 

Miscellaneous  136 


Defects  and  Nuisances 


Only  6 complaints  were  received  and  investigated  followed  by  the  service 
of  informal  notices.  They  included 

Defects  of  repair  1 

Defective  Dustbins  1 

Defective  closet 

pai  Is  3 

Defective  house 
drains 

or  septic  tanks 
Choked  ditch  pipe  1 


Demolition  and  Closure 


6 houses  and  1 flat  were  represented  for  action  under  Section  16  of  the 
Housing  Act  1957  and  in  all  cases  undertakings  not  to  use  them  for  human 
habitation  after  vacation  were  accepted.  All  were  closed  during  1965  and 
four  were  later  demolished. 

Since  1955  a total  of  112  houses  have  been  represented  for  action  under 
the  Housing  Acts  and  a further  18  have  been  dealt  with  informally.  At  31st 
December  1964  the  results  were  as  follows 


No.  of  houses 

demolished 

36 

No.  of  houses 

closed 

36 

No.  of  houses 

made  fit 

25 

No.  of  houses 

still 

occupied 

33 

130 

9 


. 
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The  33  unfit  houses  still  occupied  included  the  following  s~ 

Houses  subject  to  closing  orders  2 

Houses  purchased  by  the  Council 

for  deferred  demolition  6 

Houses  subject  to  undertakings  not 

to  use  on  vacation  25 

A further  4 houses  known  to  be  unfit  remain  to  be  dealt  with  so  that 
37  families  were  known  to  be  living  in  unfit  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year,  a 
reduction  of  2 on  the  previous  year.  Until  more  new  dwellings  are  built 
progress  in  slum  clearance  is  likely  to  be  slow. 

OVERCROWDING 


Overcrowding  according  to  the  Housing  Act  Standard  is  seldom  encountered 
in  the  district  but  a number  of  families  who  were  badly  crowded  applied  for 
rehousing  or  for  transfer  from  their  existing  Council  owned  houses  to  larger 
houses.  Only  one  such  family  was  rehoused. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair 

No  applications  were  received  for  certificates  of  disrepair  and  no  action 
under  the  Rent  Act  was  taken. 

Improvement  Grants 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  deals  with  all  applications  for  Discretionary 
and  Standard  Grants,  but  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  advises  as  to  the 
suitability  of  houses  for  grant  aid  and  indicates  in  each  case  the  defects  of 
repair  needed  to  be  remedied  to  meet  the  conditions  of  the  Grant. 

During  the  year  Improvement  Grants  totalling  £5,426  were  approved  in 
respect  of  14  houses,  and  Standard  Grants  were  approved  in  respect  of  12 
houses  to  a total  of  £1,333. 

New  Houses 


During  the  year  176  houses  were  built  in  the  district  by  private  enter- 
prise. The  Council  erected  no  new  houses  but  schemes  were  prepared  for  12 
bungalows  on  the  site  of  8 former  prefabricated  bungalows  at  Partington  (the 
last  of  which  was  cleared  during  the  year)$  for  the  replacement  in  stages  of 
the  14  prefabricated  bungalows  at  Mobberleyf  and  for  the  erection  of  12 
bungalows  and  6 houses  at  Over  Peover. 

Council  Houses 

At  31st  December  1964  the  Council  owned  737  dwellings  made  up  as 
follows 


Pre 

Post 

1939 

1939 

Four  bedroomed  houses 

11 

41 

Three 

n 

ft 

92 

537 

Two 

ft 

tt 

- 

1 

Two 

n 

bungalows  - brick 

- 

41 

Two 

it 

bungalows  - prefabri- 

cated 

- 

14 

103  634 
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Caravans  and  Movable  Dwellings 


Seven  of  the  Discontinuance  Orders  confirmed  by  the  Minister  early  in 
1963  expired  during  the  year  and  five  of  the  sites  were  in  fact  cleared, 
apart  from  two  sites  where  a van  continued  to  be  stored  for  a while.  At 

the  end  of  the  year  there  were  four  sites  in  use  which,  for  one  reason  or 
another,  were  unauthorised  and  consideration  was  given  to  the  question  of 
dealing  with  these. 


Two  residential  sites  which  had  previously  been  licensed  and  which 
it  had  been  decided  could  continue  were  granted  permanent  licences  during 
the  year  and  one  licence  was  granted  in  respect  of  a single  caravan  authorised 
as  a special  case. 

Detailed  layouts  of  three  other  sites  where  the  Minister  in  1963  had 
granted  permission  subject  to  the  approval  of  layout  were  still  awaited  two 
years  later.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  Minister  specified  no  time  limit 
for  the  submission  of  proposals  since,  pending  approval  of  the  details,  no 
licence  could  be  granted  to  control  sanitary  conditions  of  these  sites. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  site  licences  were  in  force  s- 

No«  of  Sites  No,  of  caravans 


Residential  sites  (permanent) 

6 

158 

Residential  n (occupation 

conditions ) 

9 

10 

Mixed  sites  (permanent) 

1 

43  Res. 

Recreational  sites  (permanent) 

2 

14  Rec. 
41 

One  of  these  recreational  sites  has 

not  been  used 

since  the  licence  was 

granted,  so  actually  only  one  site  (for  11  caravans)  was  in  use. 

Four  more  sites  were  due  to  close  under  Discontinuance  Orders  in  1965. 


Six  movable  dwellings  - not  caravans  - were  re-licensed  in  December  for 
a further  years  Several  more  are  known  to  be  used  but  not  to  an  extent 
requiring  licences  under  the  Public  Health  Act  1960. 

At  Pickmere  four  more  temporary  dwellings  were  represented  for  action 
under  the  Housing  Act  1957,  and  demolition  orders  made  but  only  one  was 
demolished  in  1964. 


A site  with  six  movable  dwellings  was  re-licensed  for  a further  three 
years  until  the  end  of  1967,  and  it  is  hoped  as  a result  of  the  conditions 
imposed  prohibiting  a change  of  occupation  to  secure  gradual  removal  of  these 
structures  which  do  not  make  satisfactory  homes. 

The  occupants  of  a wooden  bungalow  at  Mobberley  lacking  water  supply  and 
drainage  were  rehoused  and  the  bungalow  demolished. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  whole  of  the  Rural  District  lies  within  the  area  of  supply  of  the 
Manchester  Corporation  Waterworks  Committee. 

So  far  as  can  be  ascertained  only  about  50  isolated  houses  with  a 
residential  population  of  about  130  persons  are  not  supplied  from  the  public 
mains. 

The  supply  throughout  the  district  was  adequate  at  all  times  and  the 
water  of  excellent  bacteriological  and  chemical  quality. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


All  matters  appertaining  to  main  drainage  and  sewage  disposal  are  handled 
by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  who  supervised  the  continuation  of  two  large  con- 
tracts involving  a considerable  extension  of  the  works  at  Partington  and  the 
construction  of  sewers  and  a new  works  at  Mobberley. 

Sewerage  schemes  for  Rostherne  and  Carrington  were  in  an  advanced  stage 
of  preparation  and  it  was  decided  to  follow  these  with  schemes  for  Pickmere  and 
High  Legh,  the  latter  being  necessitated  by  the  grant  of  planning  permission 
for  substantial  development  in  the  parish. 

The  schemes  being  prepared  are  all  urgently  needed  and  it  is  hoped  that 
other  schemes  also  badly  needed  will  follow  as  soon  as  possible  in  Ollerton 
and  Cyer  Peover  together  with  improvements  to  the  disposal  arrangements  at 
Plumley  and  Warburton. 

All  these  schemes  will  still  further  decrease  the  number  of  houses 
served  by  pail  closets,  a number  also  being  decreased  as  a result  of  the 
continued  implementation  of  the  Improvement  Grant  provisions  of  the  Housing 
Acts. 


The  modernisation  of  houses  outside  sewered  area  tends  to  increase 
demands  for  desludging  of  septic  tanks  and  the  Council  ordered  a second 
machine  for  this  work. 

The  existing  machine  removed  280  loads  of  sludge  and  sewage  from  210 
tanks,  the  income  for  this  work  amounting  to  £350. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Construction  of  the  new  Cleansing  Depot  at  Partington  was  completed  by 
the  end  of  September  and  the  Depot  was  in  full  operation  the  following  week. 
Although  providing  somewhat  inadequate  facilities  for  storage,  the  site 
permits  of  future  expansion. 

The  workshop  bay,  although  small,  has  been  well  equipped  and  should  prove 
invaluable  in  permitting  repair  work  on  the  vehicles  to  be  carried  out  at  the 
Depot,  by  a full-time  fitter  who  was  appointed  in  October. 

The  geographical  situation  posed  a number  of  problems  both  in  revisions 
of  the  rounds  and  the  transport  and  recruitment  of  staff,  but  by  the  end  of 
the  year  these  had  been  largely  overcome. 

Collections  of  both  refuse  and  nightsoil  continued  on  a weekly  basis 
with  more  frequent  collections  from  large  establishments,  in  particular, 
Manchester  Airport  and  the  M.6  Motorway  Service  Area  near  Knutsford. 

The  use  of  1%-  cubic  yard  bulk  refuse  containers  has  gradually  been 
spreading  and  the  use  of  these  containers  at  the  larger  premises  is  being 
actively  encouraged. 

In  January  1964  a tracked  machine,  the  Drott  B.85  loader,  was  delivered 
and  put  into  service  on  tip  maintenance.  This  machine  proved  invaluable  at 
once  and  much  better  control  of  the  tips  has  become  possible. 

In  the  Spring  an  area  of  about  one  acre  of  the  Warburton  tip  was  soiled 
over,  levelled  and  handed  back  to  the  farmer  for  seeding.  Some  few  weeks 
later,  topsoil  was  obtained  for  the  Mobberley  tip  and  this  too  was  levelled. 
This  tip  was  completely  filled  in  the  Spring  and  for  the  rest  of  the  year  only 
two  tips  were  in  use  at  Warburton  and  Great  Budworth. 

In  order  to  avert  a complete  breakdown  due  to  lack  of  tipping  sites 
when  these  tips  are  filled  in  1966,  the  Council  sought  planning  consent  for 
part  of  a large  sand  pit  in  Mobberley  with  a view,  in  due  course  to  making  this 
the  only  disposal  point  for  the  district.  This  proposal  was  strongly  opposed 
by  the  Mobberley  Parish  Council  and  local  residents,  in  spite  of  the  assurances 
given  as  to  its  control. 

Meanwhile  the  Council,  in  association  with  four  neighbouring  authorities 
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continued  to  pursue  the  proposal  to  erect  a joint  disposal  plant  and  members 
of  the  Joint  Committee  set  up  for  this  purpose  visited  several  different  plants 
in  operation  in  various  parts  of  the  country  in  order  to  help  them  decide  on 
the  type  most  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  five  authorities,  finally  deciding 
in  favour  of  incineration. 


AIR  POLLUTION 


No  further  action  was  taken  during  the  year  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
posals agreed  in  1963  to  create  smoke  control  areas  at  Partington  which  were 
deferred  as  a result  of  the  changed  fuel  position. 

The  Council  continued  in  membership  of  the  Manchester  Regional  Clean 
Air  Council  and  the  Joint  Conference  of  Local  Authorities  on  Air  Pollution 
in  the  region  south  west  of  Manchester. 

Concern  had  been  expressed  in  1963  as  to  the  level  of  air  pollution 
in  the  south  of  the  district  where  local  opinion  was  that  much  solid  matter 
was  being  deposited  from  the  industrial  area  around  Northwich. 

Commencing  on  1st  December  1963  monthly  measurements  of  deposited  matter 
were  obtained  at  four  sites  along  the  southern  boundary  of  the  rural  district. 
Three  of  these  sites  were  equipped  with  standard  deposit  gauges  loaned  by  the 
Joint  Conference.  At  the  fourth  site  was  one  of  a number  of  deposit  gauges 
operated  by  a local  industrial  concern  who  very  willingly  agreed  to  co- 
operate in  this  exercise.  Unfortunately,  vandalism  prevented  useful 
measurements  being  obtained  from  each  of  the  sites  for  each  of  the  twelve 
months,  but  the  figures  which  were  recorded  showed  that  although  the  south 
west  of  the  area  was  more  polluted  than  the  south  east,  the  level  was  lower 
than  in  the  northerly  parishes. 

The  last  measurements  were  taken  on  30th  November  1964.  Measurements 
taken  by  another  large  industrial  concern  on  non-standard  deposit  gauges  were 
provided,  and  using  the  factor  given,  these  measurements  could  be  compared 
with  those  obtained  from  the  standard  gauges. 

MILK 


Eight  distributors  of  milk  trading  from  premises  within  the  district 
are  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations  1959. 

The  Cheshire  County  Council  continued  to  exercise  control  over  milk 
supplies  generally  and  the  County  Health  Inspectors  programme  of  sampling 
provides  first  class  protection  for  the  public. 

With  the  eradication  of  Tuberculosis  perhaps  the  greatest  problem 
associated  with  milk  is  Brucellosis  and  the  difficulties  associated  with  this 
infection  make  it  almost  impossible  to  guarantee  the  safety  of  untreated  milk 
under  present  circumstances.  The  straightforward  answer  would  be  the 
compulsory  heat  treatment  of  all  milk,  but  it  appears  that  a small  pro- 
portion of  the  public  prefer  to  take  the  risks  associated  with  the  consumption 
of  untreated  milk.  Indeed,  the  milk  from  21  herds  in  the  Rural  District  was 
being  sold  untreated  at  the  end  of  1964. 

Accordingly,  the  County  Council  programme  aims  at  sampling  the  milk  from 
each  of  these  herds  four  times  per  year.  Of  134  bulk  samples  taken  at  the 
farm  8 were  positive  to  Brucellosis  and  two  herds,  in  particular,  have  been 
showing  this  infection  intermittently  since  1960.  None  of  the  9 dealer  samples 
were  incriminated. 

Following  notification  of  a positive  bulk  sample  the  County  Health 
Inspector,  at  the  request  of  the  District  Council,  arranges  for  individual 
samples  to  be  taken.  In  1964  a total  of  98  individual  samples  revealed  5 
infected  cows  which  were  removed  from  the  herds  by  the  farmers  concerned  who 
all  gave  willing  co-operation. 

The  view  is  steadily  forming  that  an  eradication  scheme,  similar  to  that 
which  has  proved  so  successful  with  Tuberculosis  is  urgently  needed  to  deal  with 
this  problem. 
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In  addition  a massive  campaign  to  educate  the  public  to  the  dangers 
associated  with  untreated  milk  should  be  put  in  hand. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


There  are  three  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  licensed 
annually  on  July  1st.  All  are  maintained  in  a good  condition. 

The  number  of  animals  inspected  and  the  number  affected  with  disease 
are  shown  in  the  table  overleaf.  There  were  increases  over  1963  in  respect 
of  all  types  of  animals  slaughtered  except  cows  and  calves. 

For  the  fourth  year  in  succession  no  Tuberculosis  was  found  in  cattle 
although  17  pigs  were  found  to  have  this  infection.  The  incidence  of 
serious  disease  continues  to  remain  at  a very  low  level  and  reflects  the 
vast  improvement  in  animal  health  which  has  taken  place  in  recent  years. 

In  1955  - 7.7%  of  the  cattle,  20,1%  of  the  cows  and  3.5%  of  the  pigs 
inspected  were  affected  with  tuberculosis. 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  & CONDEMNATIONS  MADE 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

- 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Killed 

715 

17 

20 

3582 

1009 

Number  Inspected 

715 

17 

20 

3582 

1009 

All  diseases  exceot 

Tuberculosis  and 

Cvsticercosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

— 

2 

2 

*• 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

50 

1 

49 

12 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerosis 

7.1% 

5.9% 

10.0% 

1.4% 

1.2% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

- 

~ 

mm 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

~ 

mm 

mm 

4 

17 

Peicentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

mm 

mm 

mm 

- 

1.7% 

Cvsticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

1 

— 

mm 

.. 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

1 

mm 

mm 

t ..  ... 

mm 

Seneralised  and 
totally  condemned 

- 

mm 

mm 

15 


IMPORTED  FOOD 


The  Council  are  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  Public 
Health  (imported  Food)  Regulations  1937  to  1948  in  relation  to  food  landed 
at  Manchester  Airport. 

Most  of  the  food  imported  by  air  was  fresh  Kosher  meat  from  Dublin  and 
the  following  were  examined  during  the  year. 

198  Forequarters  of  Beef. 

80  Double  forequalters  of  Mutton 
56  Boxes  of  offals 

Other  foods  encountered  included  smoked  trout,  salmon  and  eels,  prawns, 
black  puddings,  air  cured  ham  and  beef,  canned  meats  and  goulash  and  premier 
jus. 


Considerable  time  (in  relation  to  the  quantities  involved)  was  devoted 
to  dealing  with  foods  for  which  no  Official  Certificate  was  available. 

Food  eventually  destroyed  for  this  reason  included  the  following  s- 

8 Cans  meat  products  (Norway) 

10.5  kilos  air  cured  beef.  ) 

10.5  kilos  air  cured  ham„  )- (Switzerland) 

10.5  kilos  air  cured  salami.) 

1 carton  pigs  trotters,  black  puddings  and 

sausages  (France ) 

4 cans  stewed  pork  (China) 

16  cans  ham,  luncheon  meat,  liver  paste  and 

roasted  meat. 

ICE  CREAM 

There  is  only  one  manufacturer  of  Ice  Cream  in  the  district  who  uses  a 
complete  cold  mix.  The  premises  are  satisfactorily  maintained. 

With  the  registration  of  one  additional  shop  there  are  now  36  registered 
premises  where  Ice  Cream  is  sold. 


FOOD  PREMISES 


There  are  133  food  premises  in  the  district  in  the  following  categories  s- 


Retail  Shops  General  Grocers 
Butchers 
Greengrocers 
Fish  Friers 
Bakers 


35 

5 

4 

3 

1 


(3  also  sell  fish) 
(also  grocers) 


Canteens 


Caterers 


Factories  10 

Institutions  3 

Day  Schools  11 


Cafes  & Snack  Bars  14 
Inns  & Licensed 
Clubs  (Snacks)  24 

Hotels  & Club 
Restaurants  18 


(3  also  fish  friers) 


A total  of  113  premises  were  inspected  and  generally  the  standard  of  food 
hygiene  was  found  to  be  high.  In  only  one  premises  - a country  Inn  with  a sub- 
stantial catering  trade  - were  the  premises  so  poor  as  to  cause  concern  and  the 
owners  undertook  to  attend  to  the  defects. 


Special  attention  was  paid  to  Licensed  Premises  and  at  the  request  of  the 
Altrincham  Licensing  Magistrates  reports  on  all  the  licensed  premises  in  their 
area  were  submitted  prior  to  the  Annual  Brewster  Sessions. 

This  co-operation  between  the  Council  and  the  Magistrates  is  considered 
to  be  extremely  valuable  and  it  is  hoped  that  these  reports  will  become  an 
annual  feature  and  will  be  requested  by  other  licensing  authorities. 
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As  was  perhaps  inevitable,  the  population  at  Partington  increased 
much  faster  than  the  shopping  facilities,  and  mobile  traders  had  to  fill 
the  void*  Although  a number  of  permanent  shops  are  now  operating  the 
mobile  traders  still  have  a considerable  following. 

Observations  and  enquiries  led  to  the  identification  of  ten  vans  being 
used  to  sell  greengrocery  (6)  meat  (l)  groceries  (2)  and  hardware  (l),  the 
latter  also  selling  canned  foods  and  wrapped  sweets. 

All  the  traders  submitted  their  vans  for  inspection  at  the  Council* s 
Cleansing  Depot,  The  general  condition  was  satisfactory,  but  6 vans  did 
not  display  the  owners  name,  one  needed  repainting  and  2 required  body 
repairs. 


Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises  Act  1963 

In  order  to  secure  registration  as  soon  as  possible  after  1st  May  of  all 
premises  affected  by  the  Act  a circular  letter  was  sent  to  the  occupiers  of 
some  400  premises  in  the  Rural  District  thought  to  be  employing  persons  in 
shops  or  offices. 

In  fact,  a large  number  of  these  were  found  to  be  exempt  (usually 
because  no  persons  other  than  members  of  the  occupiers*  family  were  engaged) 
but,  with  very  few  exceptions,  all  the  forms  sent  out  were  returned  and  those 
relating  to  premises  falling  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Factory 
Inspectorate  were  forwarded  to  H,M. District  Inspector, 

The  final  total  number  of  premises  registered  by  the  Council  was  168, 
but  it  was  expected  that  some  of  these  would  be  found  to  be  exempt  on  detailed 
inspection,  as  indeed  was  the  case.  Much  time  was  devoted  to  solving 
questions  of  exemption  from  registration  and  of  demarcation  between  the 
respective  responsibilities  of  the  Factory  Inspectorate  and  the  Council,  In 
this  respect  the  co-operation  received  from  Officers  of  the  Inspectorate  was 
greatly  appreciated. 

The  premises  registered  were  in  the  following  categories  s- 


Offices 

81 

Retail  Shops 

35 

Wholesale  Ware- 

houses 

8 

Catering  estab- 

lishments 

44 

Inspections  were  made  of  17  premises  and  the  following  contraventions 
noted  and  pointed  out  to  the  occupiers  concerned. 

Absence  of  Thermometer  1 

Absence  of  First  Aid 

Box  2 

Only  two  accidents  were  reported,  one  of  which  followed  a fall  on  icy 
ground  during  the  winter  and  the  other  resulted  from  a heavy  case  over- 
balancing when  being  moved. 

Two  other  accidents  were  in  fact  reported,  but  involved  employees  not 
covered  by  the  Act  although  most  of  the  employees  of  the  firm  concerned  wore 
so  covered. 

Although  the  Act  now  gives  legal  environmental  control  to  the  clerical 
and  canteen  staff  at  factories,  a different. anomaly  has  been  created  in  premises 
where  the  majority  of  the  staff  are  clerical  but  some  are  manually  or  otherwise 
employed,  as  for  example,  the  laboratory  technicians  quoted  above.  This  dis- 
tinction between  employees  on  the  same  premises  is  unfortunate  and  it  is 
difficult  to  see  why  the  Act  was  so  framed. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS 


There  is  only  one  public  swimming  bath  in  the  area,  although  two  private 
baths  also  operated.  Being  an  open  air  bath  it  is  only  in  use  during  the 
summer. 

The  water  is  drawn  directly  from  the  mains  and  is  subjected  to  con- 
tinuous filtration  and  chlorination.  Samples  taken  were  satisfactory. 

PET  SHOPS 


Two  premises  are  licensed  annually  under  the  Pet  Animals  Act  1951.  One 
is  a kennels  and  the  other  is  run  for  the  sale  of  tropical  birds,  fish  and 
small  animals. 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS 


With  the  introduction  of  the  Animal  Boarding  Establishment  Act  1963,  a 
total  of  five  premises  affected  by  the  Act  were  licensed  in  December  for  the 
year  1965. 

Inspections  were  made  with  the  local  Inspector  of  the  Royal  Society  for 
the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  of  Animals  whose  advice  was  invaluable  in  this 
respect. 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS 


Renewal  licences  were  issued  to  17  men  engaged  in  slaughterhouses  in  the 
district  and  one  initial  licence  was  also  issued. 

RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Council  employ  a full  time  Rodent  Operator  with  independent  transport 
who  carries  out  all  inspections  and  treatments  required  by  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949. 

Particular  attention  is  paid  to  the  Council’s  tips  and  sewage  disposal 
works  and  test-baiting  was  done  on  a proportion  of  manholes  on  each  of  the 
sewer  systems  in  the  district. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  23  contracts  in  force  to  a total  of 
£269.10.0  at  premises  where  the  Council  had  undertaken  rodent  control  on 
agreed  terms. 

The  premises  covered  by  these  contracts  were  17  farms,  2 Riding  Schools, 

2 Hotels,  one  large  works  and  7 trunk  road  lay-bys. 

The  table  overleaf  summarises  the  work  done  during  the  year.  Minor 
problems  crop  up  frequently,  but  on  the  whole  occupiers  co-operate  very 
well,  and  although  the  district  may  never  be  entirely  free  of  rats  and  mice, 
the  general  level  of  infestation  is  probably  as  low  as  present  methods  can 
achieve. 
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Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricultural 

Business 
and  other 

Total 

No. of  properties  in  district 

25 

4990 

477 

346 

5838 

No. inspected  after  complaint 
No. inspected  in  routine 

127 

9 

28 

164 

surveys 

25 

93 

290 

27 

435 

No, of  Properties  (Rats 

20 

135 

25 

34 

214 

Infested  (Mice 

- 

34 

22 

16 

72 

No. of  Properties  treated 

20 

152 

28 

37 

237 

Total  Inspections  made 

123 

257 

380 

107 

867 

Total  treatments  given 

43 

191 

132 

64 

430 

FARM  SANITARY  ACC0MM3DAT ION 


Of  the  477  farms  within  the  district  6 were  inspected  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Agriculature  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956.  This 
brings  the  total  number  of  farms  surveyed  to  date  to  131.  The  following  were 
noted 

Watercloset(s ) provided  2 
Pailcloset(s)  " 3 

No  proper  closet (s) 

provided  1 


The  Owner  of  the  farm  where  no  proper  accommodation  has  been  provided 
have  been  requested  to  make  such  provision. 
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PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINSTRATION 

OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT  1961 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

(1) 

Number  on 
Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 
(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3,4 
and  6 are  enforced 
by  the  Local 
Authority 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not 

included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

45 

6 

2 

mm 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
workers * premi ses ) 

15 

4 

Total 

63 

10 

2 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Particular 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of  cases  in 
which  prosecutions 

Found 

Remedied  [ 

Referred 

were  instituted. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

To  H.M, 
Inspector 
(4) 

By  H.M, 
Inspector 
(5) 

(6) 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S . 7 ) 
(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
Defective 

1 

1 

mm 

1 

- 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

1 

1 

mm 

1 

- 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  outwork) 

mm 

mm 

Total 

2 

i 

2 

mm 

2 

- 
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OUTWORKERS 


Nature  of 

Work 

No.  of  out- 
workers in 
August  list 
required  by 
Section  110 
(l)(c) 

t 

No,  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
list  to 
the  Council 

No,  of 
Prosecut- 
ions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  unwhole- 
some 

premises 

Notices 

Served 

Prose- 
cutions . 

Wearing )making 
Apparel )etc. 

)C  leaning 
)and 

)washing 

17 

- 

- 

•m 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

17 

- 

mm 

- 

mm 
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